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A case study of rural activism over electric
energy policy and implementation.

Relevant issues:

~ Disputed claims over energy development
~ Rural/urban regional uneven development
~ Federalism and state’s rights

~ New media and rural activism networks

Rural social movements not often studied In

U.S., though very well covered in developing
regions.
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Part I: The Grassroots and the Adversary
The “Country”: Rural Upstate New York
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May 2006: Sociologist Gets Involved

1)Scientific and philosophical arguments
posed by the opposing forces;

2)The political process of engagement led by
the opposing forces;

3)The use of the media, particularly the
Internet, as a tool for organizing widespread
rural opposition.
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NEW YORK REGIONAL The Project wviaps Economics Environmen

INTERCONNECTION

— Project Overview

Company Profile

Article Vil Application

Connecting With the Future




NYRI and the “Grassroots™:
Battling it Out Online
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NY RESISTS INTERCONNECTION is a committed
group of active citizens, landowners, business
people, environmentalists, and others who oppose
the power project planned for the central New
York region by NY Regional Interconnection. The
aim of the website is to provide accurate and
objective information about the project and to
provide an opposing point of view to that of the
private, anonymous investors in the project.
Please join our efforts by contacting your
legislators and signing our petition.

A groundswell of resistance is growing in CNY against this project which
provides no recognizable benefit to the region, an area already beset by
economic strife and whose chief valuable resource may be nature itself.

NYRI threatens that resource. | ~email the webmaster

EbucaATE ~ AGITATE ~ ORGANIZE

AT
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The “Grassroots”:
Upstate NY Citizen’s Groups

June 2006

WELCOME TO

HADSON & CHEMANGD COUNTY BASED GROUP

¥ Upper Delaware
Preservation
Coalition

ESAYNOZNYR' '

STOPNYRI.COM

what you can do today.

OWER LINES

ol

Upstate NvCitizens Alliance

Where People & Community Make the Difference

hennn
Talks
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The “Grassroots”:
Solidarity & Resource Mobilization
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The “Grassroots”:
Solidarity & Resource Mobilization

Nearly $1 million in funds secured to fight NYRI



Nurtheast area where pErsunal property. cuuld be condemned
by private corporations given federal eminent’domain powers




NIETCs and NYRI:
Deregulation and Privatization

Imbalance of power

n 16 states, plus the District of Columbia,
where electricity was deregulated, rates were
30 percent higher in 2006 than in other states.
That gap grew from 24 percent i 1990,

Average eleciric rates (per kilowatt hour)
Regulated [ Deregulated’
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1 — Anzona, Conneclicut, Washmglton, DLC.,
Delaware, llnoks, Massachusetis, Mandand, Maine,

Michigan, Montana, Mew Hampshire, Mew Jersey,
Meww York, Ohio, Pennsylvania, KRhisde Islamnd,
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Mote: Data for each calegory calculated fram
statewide averages
Source: AP analysie of Department of Energy data



Part |ll — Policy, Politics, and Media
The Politics of NYRI:
Many Local & State Politicians Oppose NYRI

9 > Dear Sam: NYRL is
g

e "
' Incompetent,

R “arrogant,"
"bumbling," and
"potentially
devastating."

~ Sherry B.




The Media and NYRI:
Is there such a thing as bad publicity?

Reporting in
H*Hm 1L the mass
E \ H I media transmits
| ‘ knowledge, but

also replicates errors made In
n r the public understanding of
p technical and scientific issues.

CBS EVENING \'t’.\\'s |
...s‘« % ™




Socio-technical Issues with NYRI:
What do the grassroots want?

Protection of Economic Rights

Protection of Public Health

Protection of Sociocultural Rights

/

’\' Environmental Conservation
Historical Preservation
Development of Negotiated

Energy Policy



The Sociological
Significance of NYRI

Regional Rural Internet

STOP Activism
" NYRI

| Swww.nyri.info
Privatizatio ‘ y Federal vs.
& Deregulation State Power

http://[sociology.morrisville.edu



